Colaiste Abbdin

Adamstown
Co. Wexford

Tel 053-9240564 Fax 053-9240836 E-mail info@colaisteabbain.ie

Subject Choice

Date: 17" Sept 2019
Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s)

Subject choice in first year is a very important decision for your son/daughter. It not only
influences the subjects that they will study for the Junior Certificate/Cycle but may also
influence the subjects that they will study for the Leaving Certificate. It is therefore very
important that you are part of this decision and that you discuss it with your son/daughter.
It is important that

e your son/daughter will pick subjects that they like and enjoy doing.

o your son/daughter will pick subjects that will suit their ability and aptitude (the CAT4

results will help inform you in this decision)

¢ your son/daughter is not influenced by their friends’ choices

CHOOSING A MODERN EUROPEAN LANGUAGE (French or German)
Careful consideration needs to be given to this decision as it may influence the 3™ Level
College and types of courses/careers that your son/daughter may choose in the future. When
making this decision, the following information is important

I. The Institutes of Technology (including Waterford IT and Carlow IT) do not require

a Modern Language unless a student wishes to study a course with a language (such

as Business with French.)

[E*]

Many of the courses in the NUI Universities - University College Cork, NU{ Galway,
University College Dublin and Maynooth University - require students to pass Irish,
English and 2 Modern European Language to take courses in the arts, human science,
law, social science, commerce, medicine and health sciences and some other degrees.

Students are not required to pass a language for entry to engineering or agricultural

science.



3. Apart from the NUI Colleges, some other 3" Level Colleges may require that a

student has studied a modern language. A complete list of Courses and Colleges that

require a Modern Language can be found at

. Matriculation Regulations, Section 4.1, page 13
Or
. Qualifax mimimum subject requirements

4. A modern European language will also be required for application to cadetships in

the defence forces.

The impact of all of the above for a student’s course choices is that, while not choosing a

language will not affect entry to the majority of third level institutions, it will restrict choice

as they will be excluded from the majority of courses in NUI universitics.

Note:

1. When your son/daughter returns the subject choice form, I will compare their choices

against their CAT4 results and may advise you and your son/daughter if necessary.

o

If you wish to discuss subject choice for your son/daughter with me then contact the

school office (053-9240564) and I will contact you.

Signed: -:EW (//vxcw\

Tom Tynan,

Guidance Counsellor,
Coldiste Abbdin,

Adamstown.



